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{2016- 2017 Class Syllabus}

	Ms. Burdick      Room 57      caroline.burdick@district6.org   (541) 494-6280

Ecology is the study of the interactions between organisms and their environment. This course provides a background in the fundamental principles of ecological science, including concepts of natural selection, biogeography, population and community ecology, energy flow and nutrient cycles, biodiversity, and sustainability. Students will study the diverse ecosystems of Oregon and explore some of today's major ecological challenges.


Materials needed daily: 
· Writing utensil
· Interactive notebook (spiral notebook)
· 3 Ring Binder
· A positive attitude


Grading: 

Grades are earned based on class, lab, homework, projects, quizzes, tests and participation/ behavior.  
· Labs & Homework  
· Projects 
· Tests & Essential Assignments  
· Participation & Class Behavior 

Grading scale will follow Renaissance's rubric found on the following page.

Late Work: 

Students who have an excused absence from class may retrieve any missing work from the filing folder with previous assignments.  For full credit, missing work must be turned in within one week with an attached Past Due Slip. 

Students with unexcused absences, or choose to turn their work in late, will earn no higher than a 2.5 (C) on their late assignment.  A Past Due Slip must be attached. 


Be Responsible     Be Respectful
   Be Kind

Topics we will explore include: 
· Oregon Ecosystems
· Resource Management & Sustainability
· Energy Flow and Nutrient Cycling
· Natural Selection & Evolution
· Interactions Among Organisms
· Biodiversity
· Conservation Biology
· Behavioral Ecology

Attendance:

To succeed in this class, it is essential for students to attend and participate in class everyday.  Engagement during class is an expectation.  If you miss class for any reason, it is your responsibility to retrieve any missing work.  

Tardiness is unacceptable and may result in detention or other appropriate consequences.

Cell Phones: 

In order to help my students focus, they are required to place their phones in bins near their seat during class.  If students are caught using their phone during class- without permission- they will forfeit it until the end of class.  A second violation will result in a referral and forfeiting their phone until the end of the day. 

Secrets for Success in Biology: 
· Be curious. 
· Ask questions. 
· Ask for help. 
· Take accountability and responsibility for your own learning. 
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RENAISSANCE GRADING RUBRIC:MS. BURDICK CAN MODIFY ALL OF THE ABOVE AT ANY TIME.
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Ecology Safety and Class Expectations Agreement

"We have read and understood the course syllabus and expectations for safe classroom behavior."

PARENT/GUARDIAN INFORMATION AND SIGNATURE

Student Name (Please print): _________________________________________________________
Parent/ Guardian Name (Please Print): _________________________________________________
Best Phone Number(s) to call: ________________________	 Best time(s) to call: ________________
Best Email Address to Contact: _______________________________________________________
(Email communication is the most effective way to discuss any concerns, ideas or issues.)

Parent/ Guardian Signature: _______________________________________	Date: ___________

STUDENT SIGNATURE

"I understand that it is my responsibility to: 
· Attend class and put forth my best work every day. 
· Conduct myself as a responsible, mature student. 
· Respect all people in the classroom, including myself.  

Student Signature :  ____________________________________________	Date: ___________


Safety Expectations: 
1. Carefully follow all written and verbal instructions given by Ms. Burdick for each activity. 
2. Use lab supplies as they are intended. 
3. Wear safety goggles and protective clothing when instructed to do so by Ms. Burdick. 
4. Keep all lab supplies in the classroom, unless otherwise instructed. 
5. Immediately report ALL injuries, broken glass, or spilled chemicals to Ms. Burdick, now matter how minor. 
6. Maintain mature and respectful behavior during labs, field trips and activities.  
7. Clean up after yourself and others.  

Class Expectations: 
1. Cell Phones: Students will place cell phones in small bins near their seat to prevent distractions during class.  Please do not use cell phones in class unless given permission.  Parents, should you need to contact your student, please call the office.  Otherwise, please be aware of how distracting texting and phone calls can be when they occur during class. 
2. Checking Grades:  Synergy is an excellent way to stay current on student's grades and missing assignments.  I recommend students and parents check Synergy once a week.  
3. Food and Drink:  Since ecology is a lab and field- based science course, water is the only acceptable drink in class.  Small snacks are acceptable, provided they do not become a distraction. 
4. Restroom & Water Breaks:  Students are responsible for material covered in class and are encouraged to use the facilities before or after class.  Students must sign out before leaving the classroom. 
5. Respect and Integrity:  During the course of our class, we may discuss controversial issues that may elicit emotional responses from students.  I highly encourage students to engage in classroom discussion from a place a care, assume positive intentions of other students and teachers alike, and refrain from racist, sexist, or homophobic remarks.  
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Mastery

4.5-5.0

In addition to scoring a 4.0 performance, in-depth
inferences and applications that go beyond what is taught

45

In addition to scoring a 4.0 performance, some success at
inferences and applications that go beyond what is taught

Superior

35-4.4

4.0

No major errors or omissions regarding any of the
information and/or processes (simple or complex) that
were explicitly taught

35

No major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details
and processes and partial knowledge regarding the more
complex ideas and processes

Proficient

25-34

3.0

No major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details
and processes but major errors or omissions regarding the
more complex ideas and processes

25

Partial knowledge of the simpler details and processes but
major errors or omissions regarding the more complex
ideas and processes

Novice

15-2.4

2.0

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler
details and processes and some of the more complex
ideas and processes

15

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler
details and processes but no demonstration of the more
complex ideas and processes

Insufficient

0-14

1.0-14

Help was given, still no understanding of skill
demonstrated

No understanding of skill attempted

Not turned in
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